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Foreword 
This special issue contains articles selected from the Sixth International Conference 
on Rewriting Systems and Applications, held on April 57, 1995, on the beautiful 
campus of the University of Keiserslautern, Germany. There were 87 submissions to 
RTA-95, from which 27 were selected for presentation. The submissions were from 
15 countries. In addition to regular papers, there were also three invited lectures and 
several system demonstrations. The conference was attended by about 120 re- 
searchers. 
Of the five papers in this special issue, four are extended versions of regular papers 
presented at the conference and one, by Mayr and Nipkow, was presented as an 
invited talk by Tobias Nipkow. 
The five papers cover some of the most important research topics in term rewriting. 
Higher-Order Rewrite Systems and their Conjluence, by Richard Mayr and Tobias 
Nipkow, investigates term rewriting with A-terms. Bubbles in Modularity, by 
Massimo Marchiori, studies the modularity of left-linear rewrite systems. A PO/~- 
nomial Algorithm Testing Partial Confluence of Basic Semi-Thue Systems, by Geraud 
Senizergues, presents a polynomial algorithm for deciding whether a finite, basic and 
Noetherian semi-Thue system is partially confluent on a rational set of words. 
A Rewrite Mechanism for Logic Programs with Negation, by Siva Anantharaman and 
Gilles Richard, proposes a rewriting-based method for the important problem of 
negation in logic programming. The paper Combination of Constraint Solvers for Free 
and Quasi-Free Structures, by Franz Baader and Klaus U. Schulz, provides an 
extensive treatment on the problem of deriving constraint solvers from combining 
“smaller” solvers. 
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